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SUBJECT:     "Jetting  the  House  Heady" for  ""inter." 


MHTOmiCEMEKT : «   Program  includes  suggestions  for  making  old  "bedrooms  attractive 
Information  approved        !L  3.  Bureau  of  Home  Economics.     Recipe  for  Squash 
or  Pumpkin  Pie  from  Bureau  of  Home  Economics. 

3fc     Sic  S£ 

When  I  began  to  plan  this  chat,  I  was  appalled  by  the  magnitude  of  the 
subject  I.  had  chosen,  "Getting  the  House"  Ready  for  Winter. "    Why,  one  could 
talk  for  days  on  that,  and  then  like  as  not  leave  out  something  important.  I 
had  almost  decided  to  handle  the  subject  on  the  installment  basis,  say -a 
thousand  words  down,  when  I  received  a  letter  which  solved  my  difficulty. 
This  is  the  letter,  from  a  lS-year-old,  whp  signs  herself  "Elizabeth11: 

"Dear  Aunt  Sammy;     I  am  the  youngest  of  seven  sisters.     All  my  life  I 
have  had  to  share  a  room'with  somebody  else,  till  this  fall,  'Then  I  have  a 
room  to  rmyself.     I  wonder  if  you  would  help  me  do  it  over,  for  ^inter.     I  want 
my  room  to  be  different  from  other  people's,  but  I  do  not  want  to  spend  a 
great  deal  of  money  on  it." 

That's  the  letter  from  Elizabeth.  A  girl  who  is  the  youngest  of  seven 
sisters,  deserves  a  room  all  to  herself,  by  the  time  she's  sixteen.  Don't 
you  think  so?    'That  Elizabeth  wants,  is  a  room  which  will  ' "express  her  person- 
ality. "    Of  course  she  didn't  say  just  that,  but  that's  -hat  she  -ants.  A 
room  which  looks  so  much  like  Elizabeth  that  her  friends  will  say:  "How 
perfectly -charming.'     I'd  know  that  was  Elizabeth's  room,  if  I  saw  it  in  Tim- 
buctoo. " 

Of  course  it  would  be  quite  impossible  for  me  to  plan  a  room  off  hand, 
which  woold  please  Elizabeth,  because  I  don't  know  anything  about  her,  except 
that  she  writes  a  very  nice  letter.    But  I'll  tell  you  what  I  will  do.  I'll 
describe  two  bedrooms,  which  are  being  made  over  this  fall,  by  girls  who  are 
freshmen  in  high  school. 

The  first  room  belongs  to  a  lively^  brown-haired  girl,  named  Joyce. 
This  room  has  t^o  windows  on  the  north.     And  what  do  you  think  they  are  draped 
with?    T,Tarm,  woods-y  colors,  orange  and  tan  checked  gingham.     Between  the  two 
windows  is  a  cot,  which;  serves  as  a  couch  in  the  daytime,  and  a  bed  at  night. 
It  is  rather  a    makeshift  bed,  but  comfortable,  vlt  consists  of  an  excellent 
box  spring,  and  mattress.    .The  box  spring  stands  on  short  stout  legs  which 
lift  it  from  the  floor,  to  the  height  of  a  low  bed.     In  the  day  time,  this 
couch  wears  a  cover  of  burlap,  and  cushions  of  soft  green  and  orange. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  room,  there  is  a  writing  desk,  made  of  a  plain 
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kitchen  table,  painted  soft  green.     There  is  another  small  painted  table,  for 
a  reading  lamp,  and  a  chest  of  drapers  for  clothes.     The  two  second-hand 
Windsor  chairs  have  also  been  painted  a  soft  green.     One  item  puszled  -Joyce  — 
what  could  she  do  mtJi  her  books?    There  was  no  room  for  a  "bookcase,  arid  Be- 
sides, she  didn't  have  a  bookcase.    "But  there  was  extra  room  below  the  win- 
dows —  just  right  for  book  shelves.     Joyce's  father  promised  to  build  the 
shelves,  but  he  procrastinated  so  long  that  Joyce  finally  built  the  shelves 
herself,    ''"hen  I  saw  the  room  last,  a  tennis  racket,  in  a  brown  case,  was 
leaning  nonchalantly  against  the  orange  and  tan  curtains,  hockey  clubs  stood 
in  the  corner,  and  s  gay  sweater  covered  the  arm  of  a  chair.     Yes,  I'd  kno:" 
that  room  belonged  to  Joyce,  if  I  saw-it  in  Timbuctoc 

In  another  part  of  my  neighborhood,  there's' a  girl  named  Rosalee.  You 
don't  know  Rosalee,  but  you  -nil,  after  I  describe  her  bedroom.     It  is  flooded 
with  sunshine,  most  of  the  day.     Her  bed  has  posts  at  the  corners.     It  has 
a  cover  of  soft  blue  cotton  material,  with  ruffles  of  blue  and  rose  flowered 
chintz,  and  a  big  soft  mllow,  of  rose  sateen.     At  the  nead  of  the  bed  there 
is  a  tiny  table,  just  large  enough  for  a  pretty  lamp,  and  a  book  or  t-ro. 

You'd  never  guess  that  Rosalee 's  dressing  table  began  life  as  a  dry goods 
box.     She  had  shelves  "Tat  in  the  box  —  no,  Rosalee  didn't  dc  it  herself,  she 
wheedled  her  father  into  doing  it.     He'll  do  anything  for  Rosalee,  if  she 
handles  him  just  right.     But  she  made  the  ruffled  sateen  drapery,  with  a  strip  - 
of  the  flowered  chintz  across  the  top  of  it.     Her  window:  curtains,  with  a 
valance  of  the  chintz,  match  the  soft  blue  bed  cover.     Her  chair  is  an  old 
one,  with  a  slip  cover  of  chintz,   ruffled  in  rose  sateen.     Above  the  dressing 
table  hangs  an  old-f ashioned  looking-glass.     In  front  of  the  dressing  table  is 
a  bench,  which  Rosalee  bought  for  a  dollar  and  a.  half,  and  "oainted  a  soft 
ivory  color.     She  has  a  small  desk,  and  a  big  chest  of  drawers  for  her  pretty 
clothes.     When  I  went  to  see  this  room,  last  week,  Rosalee  was  making  a  pleated 
•  cream- colored  shade,  for  an  old-fashioned  glass  lamp.     She  found  the  lamp  in 
the  attic,  and  had  it  'd red. 

Mow  I've  described  two  rooms,  each  of,  them  Charming,  and  yet  each  one 
entirely  "different"  from  the  other. 

Although  the  bedroom  is  the  one  room  in  the  house,  which  may  be  as  in- 
dividual as  the  person  whp  occupies  it,  there  are  certain  general  rules  Which 
may  be  observed  in  doing  over  an  old  bedroom,     For  instance,  no  matter  what 
color  scheme  you  choose,  for  walls  and  floor,  use  the  darkest  color  for  the 
floor,  lighter  tones  for  the  walls,  and  the  lightest  of  all  for  the  ceiling. 

The  smoothly  finished  floor, _ neutral  in  color,  darker  than  the  '-alls, 

and  partly  covered  vith  rugs,  is  considered  best  for  the  bedroom.  It  is 

sanitary,  and  easy  to  clean.  Choose  rugs  of  plain  color,  or  with  an  inconspic- 
uous d.esign,   so  the  rugs  will  tone  in  with  the  rest  of  the  room. 

If  the  -'ood  in  the  floor  is  too  rough,  and  ugly,-  to  wax,  or  varnish,  or 
paint,  use  an  all-over  covering  of  matting,  plain-colored  Brussels,  ingrain' 
caroet,  or  linoleum. 
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As  for  the  ^alls,  plain  trail  ropers,  o.r  those  with  an  Lne on spi c uous 
all-over  designs,  are  most  sat?  «•  factory.     Gray,  or  cream  Trails,  with  a  lighter 
colored  ceiling,  make  a  good  background  for  pictures,  and  for  "bright- colored 
curtains, 

Paint  is  probably  the  "best  finish  for  the  woodwork,  unless  it  has  a 
natural  grain  or  color,  worth  preserving.     If  you  rant  to  re finish  the  wood- 
work yourself,  wash  it  thoroughly,  with  lukewarm  soapsuds.    Tnen  it  is  dry, 
repaint  it  with  ivory,  very  light  gray,  tan,  or  some  other  color,  which  will 
harmonize  with  your  walls,  and  vfurni  shings.     If  possible,  a  coat  of  enamel 
should  be  applied  over  the  paint.     The  enamel  gives  a  hard,  smooth  finish, 
which  can  be  cleaned  easily. 

Don ' t  make  the  mistake  of  having  too  much  furniture.     Painted  bedroom 
furniture  is  attractive,  much  more  attractive  than  cheaper  grades  of  oak,  or 
stained  wood.,    Old  bureaus,  bedsteads,   tables,  and  chairs,  even  though  quite 
different  in  design,  will  have  an  air  of  belonging  together,  if  painted  ivory, 
or  an  attractive  shade  of  gray,  or  tan.     Of  course,  if  you  have  old  furniture 
of  mahogany,  or  walnut,   or  other  beutiful  wood,  don't  paint  it.     Have  it  refin- 
ished  by  an  expert,  who  will  bring  out  the  beauty  of  the  grain.     Good  results 
are  often  obtained  by  removing  the  varnish,   saudoapering  the  '"-'cod,  and  rubbing- 
it  down  with  wax.    But  you  had  better  consult  a  man  who  knows  furniture,  be- 
fore you  try  to  refinish  good  pieces  yourself. 

I  could  go  on  and' on,  and  talk  about  curtains  and  bedspreads,  and  pictur 
and  candlesticks,  but  if  I  did,  there  would  be  no  time  to  broadcast  a.  recipe 
for  -Squash  Pie.     And  you  must  have  the  Snuash  Pie  recipe  today,  because  — 
'-ell,  just  because  this  is  the  day  to  have  the  Squash  Pie  recipe.     If  you  don't 
have  a  Squash,  let's  make  it  Pumpkin  Pie.     That  will  suit  averybodjr  —  that  is, 
everybody  who  has  a  squash,  or  a  pumokin.  x 

rline  ingredients,  for  this  pie: 

1-1/2  cuos  cooked  squash,  or  pumpkin  1/2  teaspoon  allspice 

X  cup  milk  l/4  teaspoon  mace 

1/2  cup  sugar  2  eggs,  and 

1  teaspoon  cinnamon  1  tablespoon  butter 

l/2  teaspoon  salt 

wine  ingredients.     Please  check  them.     (Reueat  ingredients.  ) 

Put  all.  the  ingredients,  except  the  eggs  and  the  butter,  in  the  double 
boiler.    Bring  to  the  scalding  point. (  Beat  the  eggs  well;  add  them  tc  the  hot 
mixture.     Stir  until  it  starts  to  thicken.     Add  the  butter.     Line  a  pie  pan 
with  pastry,  and.  bake  until  light  brown.     Pour  the  hot  filling  into  the  baked 
crust.    Bake  the  pie,  in  a  moderately  hot  oven,  until  the  filling  sets. 

-That's  all,  for  the  pie.     This  recipe  is  one  of  the  three  hundred,  in 
the  new  cookbook,  which  is  now  being  printed.     If  you  have  never  written  for 
the  radio  cookbook,  now  is  the  time  to  write.     Come  early,  and  avoid  the  rush.- 
I'm  sure  there  will  be  a  rush,  whan  the  cookbooks  are  mailed  out  from  Station 


